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capacitie cannot apprehend any. And the arme of fleth 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER. _—_ 


WO things there are eſpecial [y that 
are wont to impeach and impaire 
our comfort and confidence im di- 

07 and danzer, * an eye off + 1616.4. 
5 fleſh, ihat we ſeewith, and * ah | Nom.n.s, 


Pſel 54.9. 
arme of fleſh, that we 1ru57 to. ws clown 32:8. 


| (EO 
hu — J The eyc of fleſh being able to 2 (b1en.,16.7, 


8 c ky Fa ;1.1,3. 
pierce 1:0 yoavag _ naturall reaſon can reach,” © kee-| 17 3%-n'3 


peth ws, while we ſee with it, from conceiuing a poſſibt- | « 20m,11, 41, 


litie of good iſſae or. ſucceſſe, where our owne (hallow |**- 
Terem,}24 24,2:5« 


Exech. 37-311, 
while we tru#t toit and relie onit cauſeth onr truit and} * Eſai7.:g. 


confidence * to ebbe and flow as the outward: meanes | *: FPLYS. +3435» 
either mend or impaire, and to quaule conſequently,| = ; _ oe - 
when that arme of fleſh faileth, which our hopes were| * * Exed.17.7« 
pinned on before. * Both keepe os-fram view of, and, RR 
re#t upon Gods power and prouidence, that (hould! [cipte. 

be the maine * (taſte and ſtay of our ſoules in ſuch caſes.) DOIN 
The cure and remoouall of theſe two dangerous and dif-! , DG wp 

| quiet: ng enills is by the Author of this ſhort drſco wes 1441.66 
| therein intended. Which 
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how any ® grey a5 7rae leſſe how ſo many, and 
ſo excellent things, be taiſed out of nothing : and 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


parth by laying open the infinite power of God ſtewed 
8:3 product ug thecreaues when at firit they were nor; 
4 point that naturall reaſon is not well able to conceine, 


partly by ton/ideration of his admirable promaence, in 
preſeruing them at firſt being ſo miraculouſly produced, 
i not bythe ordiparic (meanes whereby now they ares 
maintained, which as yet then were not, but by ſuch ex- 
traordinarie conrſes as be pleuſedthen to ſwpply till that 
ordinarie courſe, that now we ſee ſeiled, were eftabls- 
ſhed inthe creatare. | Nor & 1591s his * power andpro- 
nidence now growne weaker or other ; as bein? faltred 
or altred in' theſe times from that which at fir(f it was. | 
Ior hath ht leffe care of bis Church now, then he had | 
then of the world ; it betnathe only world that he r2- 
gerdethin the world: But that as he hath ſhewed hims- 
ſelfe a wonderfull work-man in the prodacing and coh- 
flituting of it, ® in extratFingir ont of that rude and 
confuſes chaos of this ® wicked world whereinis lay 
overwhelmed at firſt ; and endowing it with that beau-| 
tifull fr ame and furniture, that * hath dazled the eyes 
of the whole world to behold: ſo he ts able ſtill to (hew 

himſelfe (and will ondoubtedly fo doe ; for © he can- 

not he, or  denie himſelte;) as mightic a protetFor: 
* inthe preſeruing, maintaining, and opholding of it, 

euen then whenit ſcemeth to ſtand upon moſt deſperate 


nunc dat, (ine 
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\plunia tune dedit, Ange Genadinls. 6. ® Num 11;23. Eſaigon. & y9.le | Gs 
| elefForum fue cred:utinn ; mundus non hoſttls,de quo Jean,17.9, & 1 I0an,g.19.& 1 (0r.11] - 
32. ſed fidelis de qn02 (0r.5.19. & Joan 17. 21,6 3.16,17. Arg.tn Joan: tratt.11 o. & 107, 
Deut.4,34& 7.6. 
$2.14. & 24.23, & 62,3,15,15, 20, 21,22, 0 
e Eſai 37.35. Pſalnzy 1,2. ; 


Exo.19.5. *10h.1 5, 19.Col. 1.19, Epheſ, 5.8. * i 7ob.5:19.Galas. 1.4. * Eſas, 
61,9« & 624,13, P 'H3h142. 1.3 1M, 2.13.- 


tearmes, 


|  ToetheChiiſtian Reader, 


tear mes,and that by extetanditarie niqancs, if needbe, 0 


boreaf i eſe intt,note carb lumen; nr ſaxh| 
ſeriouſly take into their thoughts the diftratted, difreſs | 


{ed, aud almofs. aeſÞptrite cftate of: Gods Charchin mot 
parts at this preſent ; if withtheeye of fleſo.weilbchold 
it, ready to ſinke irreconerably, and 30 hefwallowig up 
[4gabne in that confuſed Chaos, oft of which ati feryt it 
Was extraited or if we looke after outward meanes 
and humane helps, left in a manner vtterly forlorne, 
thoſe armes of fleſh being either broken or withdrawne 
away from it, thay it ſeemed formerly to truſt unto.. So 
that* the verie foundations of * Sion and Sions hopes | © pſal 11.3. 
ay ſeeme to be razed; and as well might her frends | * #14657.1. 
eare, as her foes hope and expect a general ſubuer ſion 
- Vide} extirparion of. er + "if * the eye of faith be |* 2 cer. 8, 
| not ſet opt (theeye of fleſh being cloſed wp) toſee a| #*6-11-27. 
better iſſue then carnall reaſon can apprehend ;, and* an| * ?ſal.1 1.4. 
| bigher power expe:Zed toprotect and guard her, as* a yo CO 
 ficrie wall about her then humane helps are either likely | * Zebars, 
or eto offers, Nor con leo imagine, that he hath | Merci non ſave 
this eye at all yes opened, that findeth not ſome defect n| ju ace 
it, when he rg _ it * on this obiect, which | cominus axceat, 
it concerneth it to be moſt conuerſant about in theſe © in ter- 
caſes; and that i not willing yr. to wſeall lg eacTh 4; - 
meanes 7 tohelpe and releeue the weakneſſe and dim- . Paral.20.12, 
weſſe of it, Amonz many others, I may well commend |" 193-15 
this one onto thee, which if it ſhall, by Gods bleſſing ac- 
companying it, worke that on thee, that was wrought 


* pon the ſernant of the Prophet Eliſha, it may well |= + xzxg.6.6, 


rid thy minde of ſuch feares, as be then was, and thou I7. 
now 
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To the Chriftian-Reader: 


vow mayſt.be aſſaulted withall , and may diref# thy 
ſoule amids many troubleſome cogitations and diftratti- 
onsto* aReſting place, whereiz it may, as with *.the 
Done #n Noahs Arke,ſafely and quietly repoſe it ſelfe, 
though with that © floud that the Dragon hath begun 
to caſt out of his mouth, the whole world ſpould be a- 
float. Which effett wiſhing it may have with all that 
peruſeit and make w/e of it,1 leane thee to him that hath 
| promiſed © nener toleaue bis, and reſt 


Thine in Chriſt, 


Thomas Gataker. 


for all afflicted hearts, when 


OF THE MINDE, 


' outward meanes faile them. 


' Delivered in a Sermon vpon 
GEN. 2.4,5,6. 


'vaſ. 4. Theſe are the generations of the heanens and of the 
earth when they were created, in the day that 
| the Lord God made the earth and the heauens, 
| 5.eAnd enery plant of the field before it was in the 
| earth,es enery herbe of the field before it grewsfor 
| the Lord God had not cauſed it to raine vpon the 
earth, neither was there a man totill the ground, 
6. But a miſt went vp from the earth, and watered all 
the earth, 


"MAT N thefawords, Moſes entreth 
8 apgaine into a more thorow 
handling of ſome things, 
which pertaine to the former 
Story of. the Creation, and 
therefore ſome haue thought 
that the ſecond Chapter of 


&S ® —_ FAY SH V! 
this Booke ought t 


this 


| 


o begin at theſe words. Now 
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The refting place of che Minde. 


creation of the whole world in generall: Secondly, 
it concerneth certaine particular createdthings in 
ſeuerall. 


— 


— 


Of the ſhorr- Rehearſall of the Crea- 


ton m general. 


FT Hat is comprehended in theſe words,ver/.4. 
Thus were the heauens and the earth made, or 
theſe are the generations, (whence this Booke is cal- 
led Geneſis) of the heauens and the earth when they 


were created, in the day that the Lord God made the | 
earth and the heauens. The meaning is cleare; name-| 


ly this briefly, that the creation of the heauens and 
the earth is 1uſt ſuch, and no other then Moſes hath 
related and declared itto be in the firſt Chapter of 
this Booke. Now this right meaning of our Text is 
the point of doAtrine thar we are to obſerue, that, 
namely, The world was euen in that manner crea- 
ted,as is before ſhewed and declared by Moſes : this 


oughtto be well conſidered of vs, for Moſes hath | 


once alſo formerly endeuoured to imprint it into 
our mindsas a point of great vſe,namely in 1. wver/. 

Theſes of the Dottrine. x.,This warneth vs that 
wetake heed of the dotages of many Philoſophers, 
which haue vttered many vaine things concerning 
the Creation ofthe world,as that it hath been from 
eternity, &c. It warneth vs alſo that whenſoeuer in 
this preſent world (taken in the ſtate it now ſtan- 
deth in) we finde many things confuſed, troubled, 
| : and. 


— 


chis more ſpeciall handling concerneth, Firſt, the | 


| 
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and outof talhion, wee lay not the fault thereof on 
God the Creator of the world, asifhee had created 
the world ſocorrupt, for Moſes witneſſeth expreſ: 
ly that it was not ſoin the beginning, but that God 
created the world,and ſetitnotin a corrupt, butin | 
an exceeding good eſtate, Gey. 1.31: When the 
world therefore ſtood in the condition wheres | 
in it was firſt created of God, there were no wic- | 
ked & malignant ſpirits, no euill paſhons of ſpight- | 
fulnes, reuenge,enuy,&c.in men: noill weather,no 
infeedayre, no ſtinking pooles, no vnfruirtull ſea- | 
ſons, no lickneſles, nodiſfeaſes, no warres, no fa-: 
mine, no mortality ; butit wasall very good. | 
Secondly, this Do&rine ſeruerh to ſtirre vs vp to , 
enquire how this great and mighty workmanthip 
of the whole world is become ſo deformed and. 
diſordred as wee now ſee it to bee, wharmight be. 


| thething thathath ſer this great clock of the world. 


ſo out of frame ? | 
Arſw. Icis our linne, the (inne of man hath gi- 
uen this nethermoſt world ſuch a blow,thatit is put 
altogetherout of frame; ſoſoone, namely, as man 
began to louethe things of this world, the creature 
more then the-Creator himſelte, is hee and all the 
world for bis ſake juſtly become accurlſed, Ge. 3. 
as wee ſhall heare thereof more ar large heere- 
after. | 
Wee therefore learning that man corrupting 
himſelfe, hath alſo corrupted the world, ought to 
endeuour toamend our ſelues, and to labourto be- 
come new creatures, that by that meanes all things 
may become new, 2. Cor. 5. 17. and returne into 
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a better eſtate; for certainly the proſperity of this 
nether world dependeth much vpon the condition 
and eſtate of man;if man ordereth himſelte well,the 
whole world vſeth to fare the better for it : ſee to 
this purpoſe the 72. and the 65. P/almes, Con- 
trarily,it the inhabitants of the earth behaue them- 
ſelues ill, the world thereby is heauily oppreſled, 
Eſa. 24+ 19. the earth mourneth and the heauen a- 
boue is ſorrowfull, ler. 5.28. 

Furthermore, we haue another thing diligently to 
be obſerued out of the words of this fourth verſe, 
namely,that Aoſes callerh the Creator of this world 
Lord, or Ichouah, that is, one that hath his being of 
himſelfe ; yea, thatis the being of all beings, from 
whomall things receiue their being and ſubliſtence; 
and that is ſuch a being as hath all good and defira- 
ble things jn their nerketion, in himſelfe ; for that 
word Jehowah importeth ſo much : and therefore | 
it is otherwhere teſtified, that every good and perfect 
gift commeth from the Eather of lights, Iam.1. 1 7.and 
that we all together, as many as wee are, doe line, 
moue, and hane our being in him, At#.1 7.28, In like 
| manner,the Lord our God Creator of all the world 
is ſuch a being,as giueth (if he will) being to things 
that as yet are not, for he calleth the things that are not 
as if they were,and _ them attually to come forth 
wpon his calling as if they had been before, Rom. 4.17. 
| Now in that Moſeseuen heere beginneth to call 
| God the Creator, /ehouah, that muſt diligently bee 
| conlidered; for verily it importeth much : for 
whereas hee ſhewing in the former Chapter how 
the Creation ofthe world was effeted, calleth the 

Crea- 


we ——— — 
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{ Creator aboue 3o. times by the name of God, but 


not ſo much as once by the name of Lord or 7eno- 
ah, but now heere hauing againe ſhewed how it 
ſtood with the Creation of the world, hee calleth 
him henceforth, 1ehozah Elohim, God the Lord, e- 


uen eleuen times in this Chapter alone: without | _ 


queſtion thisis not without great reaſon, and fit- 
neſſe thuscaried : for whereas the world,conliſting 
now of all its perfe& parts, ſo well furniſht with 
and prouided of all things, doth fo gloriouſly ſer 
forth-it ſelfe, as if it were the thing that properly 
and by a certaine eminency had ſubliſtence, yea the 


onely thing that had firme and faſt being, (in ſo 
much, thar ſome of the Philoſophers haue been oc- | 
calioned to thinke, that it was from eternitie, and 
others/of them haue taken it for God) here com-| 
meth Moſes forth, and giueth vs to vnderſtand, by 
this cariage of the martrer, that notwithſtanding all 
this, not the world (which ſets forth it ſelfe (o faire, 
and it alone ſo preſents it ſelte vnto our eyes, that 
thereby our hearts may ſoone be ſer thereon) is 


the being of beings, but that God the Lord, whom | - 


we with bodily eyes cannor ſee, who hath created 
the world of nothing, is alone the being of beings, 
and hethat hath his efſence of himſelfe, and that by 
conſequent, all true being, and ſubſiſtence, is to be 
found, not in the world, butin God, the Creator 
thereof : ſee I Cor. 7.31. Exed.3.14. and therefore 
thus ſpeaketh the Plalmiſt, Thou haſt of old laid the 
founaations of the earth, the heauens are the worke o 

thine hands ; they ſhall periſh, but thou endureſt ; they 


ſhall waxe old as doth agarment ; they are changed as 
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acloth, when thou changeſt them, but thou remaine 

the ſame, and thy yeeres hane no end, Pſal. 192.26,2 7, 
28, Euenas alſo experience teacheth vs, that men, 
which are the honourableſt part of the world, doe 
die, and one generationpaſſeth, and another com: | 
meth on, and God all the while looketh on, and 
ſeeth them ſucceed, but he himſelfe abideth al- 
wayes the ſame, andis notchanged, Pſalm. go. 2. 
t. Hence haue we occa{ton to complaine, that 
whereas it thus ſtandeth with the world, & with the 
Lord our God; and whereas we are thus informed, | 
euen atthe firſt,out ofthe mouth of the Lord him- 
telfe, whata nothing the world is, and what perfe- 
Rion there is in God, yet notwithſtanding, this idle | 
and empty world,and the vaine things thereof; doe| 
ſteale our hearts from the Lord our God ; yeathart | 
che world vndermineth euen the very ſoucraigntie | 
of our God, her Lord, and ſecretly draweth to her 
ſelfe the honour which belongeth to God alone, as 
wofull experience teacheth daily, that men forſake 
God (who hath giuen the world her being) for the 
world,and the things thereof,cleaning to them,and 
truſting in them, which notwithſtanding without 
{God can no whitprofit vs; forthe world ſtandeth 
| not of it ſelfe, and hath no ſtabilitie but through 
God. If then we hang our hearts and our welfare 
on the world,we hangthem on a looſe naile,which 
{will ſoone be pulled out, and then downe fall we, 

and all that hangs thereon,E/a.22.25. 
Notwithſtanding all this, yet depend men on the 
world, that gaze they alwayes on, and thereqn ta- 
ten they their hearts, forgetting all the while,&not 
regarding 
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regarding the being of beings, the true 7choua, the | 
| Lord of all the world : yea itis now come to that 
| paſſe with the children of men,that the more abun- 
dance they haueof worldly things (whereby in rea- 
ſon they ought to be moued the more to loue God, | 
and to truſt in him,who hath madeallcholethings, | 
[and giuen them vnto them) the more they take oc- ; 
calion thereby to fall from him, and to cleaueto | 
the world: ſee Deut.32.15. 1.Sa1.28.29.Heſ.13.6. 
This hath cauſed the Lord God iuſtly to curſe. 
the world, and menchat truſt in it, namely, when ' 
they begin to honourthe creature aboue the Crea- ! 
tor, Gez. 3. Rom. 1.25. euen asa ſoueraigne King 
tuſtly curſeth ſuch a one of his creatures, (as they | 
vieto ſpeake) whom he hath aduanced,who begins 
co draw the hearts of his ſubieRs to himſelfe,and to | 
' vndermine his Kingly ſoueraignrie; and curſeth to-. 
gether witch him, all thoſe that conſpire with him, 
and fall from the King. | 
' 2. Anexhortation:o repent of this wickednelle, ' 
' and ro learne to know the Creator of the world to. 
| be the true 7choua, that being of beings, who alone 
; hathall good and deſirable things, perfeRly in and 
of himſelfe; ſo that all chofe things which appeare' 
in the world fo beaurifull, ſoglorious, o pleaſant, | 
ſo ſweet, and delightfull to our eyes, are only as fo | 
many little ſparkes,fpringing out of that full perfe- 
tion of beauty, glory, louelineſle, and delightfull 
{weetneſle, which in Godthe true 7ehoua is alwayes 
| ro be found, in whoſe right hand alone, as ina per- 
fet Magazin or ſtore-houſe, the fulneſſe rf all zoy is 
{ cloſed wp, Bſal.16. 11. yeaal! thar we haue need oh 
ail 
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and may refreſh vs, may there be found ; fo that he 
bur opening his right hand, he preſently repleni- 
ſheth all things liuing, as the Pſalmiſt w.eneſleth, | 
P/al.45.1 5,16. row An acknowledging the Lord 
our God tor ſuch an all-ſufhcient God, euen as in- 
deed heis,let vs accordingly alwayes offer theſe two 
rhings to his diuine maieſtie. 
I. That weaccuſtome our ſclues by the fruition 
' of theſe outward things, wherein we finde any 
{weetneſle, or delight, to lift vp our hearts to God, 
the Father of lights, who giueth them, and from 
' whom they deſcend, endeuouring ( as it is moſt 
: meet) by thoſe ſparkes, which flie out from that 
 Cleare lighr,to be led to the ſame great light it ſelfe ; 
and by thoſe little riuelets, which flow fo pleaſantly 
 fromſo ſauing a fountaine, to be conducted to the 
fountaine it ſelfe; for it is euen tothatend alone, 
that God doth here fill our hearts with food and 
gladneſſe, AF. 14. 17. or indeed ſuffereth vs to en- 
[10y any good at all: it is (I ſay) that we might 
| | learne thereby, ro know, acknowledge, loue, and 
truſt in him : therefore we ought as often as we 
| meet with any good thing in the world, to inure 
our ſelues thereby toremember him. Finde we any 
delight in our wife,children,ſtate, office, &c? let vs 
then lift vp our hearts vnto him, and preſently con- 
{ider-to thinke with our ſelues on this manner : 
This is butaray of thatlight, this is but a drop of 
ho that ſea of delights which is in God, Are then the 
creatures ſo ſweet, fo pleaſant,and ſo louely? How 
{weetthen, pleaſant, and louely, muſt the Creator 
bimſelfe be? And thereourt ought weto ſtirre vp our 
hearts | 


ts. tt. —— 
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| vs,will preſerue vs,that we ſhall not be (which hap- 


( 


| that they ſhould reiozce before the Lord their God, 


| 


ſolued to cleaue to God, and to forgoe the world. 
| C For|. 


The reſting place of the Minde. 
hearts to the loue of God. This thus praiſed of 


_ 


neth to many to their deſtruion) by the things 
of this world drawne away from God ; yea it ſhall 
cauſe vs to loue God the more, the more (weet- 
neſſe we receiue by taſting oftheſe earthly things. 
2. That we hold good proportion in our afteQi- 
onand loue towards God, and the creatures ofthe 
world : for we may loue the things of this world,it 
we holdiuſt proportionin our loue:the Lord is well 
contented,yea he vouchſafeth vs it,that we take our 
delight in chethings which weenioy in this world ; 
yea he commandeth that the married man ſhould 
reioyce himſelfe with the wife of his youth, let hey 
lone (laith he) ſatufie thee, and refreſh thy ſelfe in 
her lowe alwayes : he granted alſo to his people, 


ouer all that they had brought, Deut. 12.18. For 
euen the things of this world, are the Lords 
things, and God loueth them as they are his things. 


Haue we then beauty, health,riches,a table well fur- | 


niſhed, &c? Behold God is ſo good, thathe well 
can endure that we loue them, prouided that we 
hold good proportion in our loue, and that we re- 
member to louethe Lord much more, who indeed 
is worthy of much more loue then all the things 
of the world; and that we, if at any time the 
loue of God and the loue of worldly things con- 
curre, and that we muſt chuſe which of theſe two 
things we will rather depend on, God, or the 
world : that we (1 ſay) in this caſe, be alwayes re- 
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| For in this caſe, the loue of the world is very enme- 
tie with God, 1418.4. 4. and theretore in this caſe ' 
' may we nor love the world , nor any thing that us | 
therein, 1 109.2.1 5. yeainthis caſe ought we rather 
| to hate the world, and cleaue onto God, Matth. 6.24. 
Mat.1 0.3 7,0. 
Wherefore whenſoeuer the world, and God the 
Creator thereof, cone in this concurrence befare 
'vs; when we fall into ſuch a ftrait, that we canen- 
| ioy or vſe neither theſe, nor any other worldly 
things, without breaking or tranſgreflang ſome of 
the commandements of God, in the obedience of 
which alone, we can ſhew that honour and loue 
which we owe vnto God, 1 7oh. 5.3. we ought in 
this caſe co let goe, yea to caſt from vs the deareſt, 
things of this world, were they as deareto vs as our | 
right eye, or hand, rather then we ſhould preſume 
to breake the leaft of Gods commandements, and 
ſo diſhonour,deſpife,and anger him thatis Lord of 
all the world : ſee Mat.5.28;29, &c, 


Of the more {pcciall handling of certaine | 
particular created things. 


His is begun by Moe/es at the fift verſe, and it 
reacheth to the end of this chapter, contai- 
ning in it chiefly theſe two things : 1.The clothing 
andadorning of the earth, whereupon man was to 
live,ver.5,6. 2.The ſpeciall creation of man, with 


certaine peculiar things thereto belonging, in the | 

reſt ofthe chapter. Ar this time meane we to ſpeake 

of the firſt alone, namely, of the adorning of wy 
| earth 
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earth, which was done on the third day, as we may | 
reade Gey, 1.v. 10, [1. Now Moſes teſtifieth three. 
[things concerning this: i. what fruits and increaſe 
the Lord brought forth of the earth to adorne it 
with? 2. how he brought them forth : 3. how he 
maintained them in the beginning, ver.s. | 


What fruits the Lord God brought forth | 
to adorne the earth with. | 


A? concerning the firſt,the text witneſſeth that | 
the Lord brought forth all manner of trees 
and plants of the field, which neaer before had beene 
wpon the earth , or in the earth, and all manzer of 
herbes which nexer had growne before : whereby 
he giueth to vnderitand, that the Lord cauſed 
all manner of pleaſant fruit, plant, tree, and greene 
herbe,toproceed out of the earth,to the clothing of, 
the ſame (when it was before dry, bare, and na-. 
ked) which alſo he ordained to be for food, for 
man and beaft,Gen.1.29,30.cuen ſuch fruits as ne- 
wer had beene inthe earth; that is, ſuch fruits as the 
earth had neuer borne before, nor could bring; 
forth, till the Lord pleaſed to appoint the earth | 
thereunto. | | | 
{ Here learne we, that itisthe Lord God alone, 
which from the beginning hath cauſed all herbes| 
and fruits which grow, to-ſpring' eutoftheearth : 
ſo that they comenot lo much forth by the flrength, 


C2 it 


_ which we haue here to conſider,namely, that, 
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of the earth,as by the power of God: and thatisthe | | 
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it s the Lord God which canſeth yet daily all fruitsto 
proceed out of the earth ; the earth is only as Gods 
hand, wherein all fruits,plants, and herbes,are ſhut 
vp; which liberall hand, when it pleaſeth the Lord 
to open it, doth ſatwfie all lming things, Pal. 145. 
1 5. ſee Pſal. 194. 13,14. Experience alſo teacheth 
vs, that it is all in vaineto haue good ground, to 
plant,and water, if God giue notthe increaſe, i Cor. 
3-7. Hag.2.17,1 8, 19,20. for alas,the earth hath no 
{trengrth of her ſelfe thereto, her belly is barren, if 
God giue not ſtrength,and but thar it is ſo common 
athing, we ſhould as much maruell thatthe blacke 
earth bringeth forth white wheat, as the [(raclites 
did at the Manna that fell from heauen. For euen 
as the Prophet ſpeaketh of the heauen, that rhe 
heauen cannot giue raine, but it is the Lord God 
that deth all that, ler. 14.22. ſo may we ſpeake of 
the eatth, the earth cannot beare any fruit, butit is | 
the Lord that doth all thar. 

i. Hence haue we cauſe to complaine, that this 
is ſo little regarded of the huſbandman and others 
more : the plough-man toyleth and moyleth,plow- 
| ech,ſoweth,&c. and thinketh ſeldome on the Lord: 
| { yea there are many that drinke, | and ſwill, and 
. | prophane the holy Sabbaths-of the Lotd, and pro- 
| uoke God toanger,cuen while they are buſie about 
the tillage of their land : yea ſome forbeare not to 
} curſethe God of heauen,becauſe of the barrennefle 
| of the earth ;; not oncecon(idering,that their dutie 
\ is to pray vnto him,and pleaſe him, thatthey might 
| ſo obraine the fruirfulneſle thereof. This verily is 
oe lamentable, and yet is much practiſed : and 
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very few are there wrong kulkan | 

and acknowledge ( as they oopfen, tharknow 
alonethar muſt giue them the bleſling, it they. will 
bring in out of the earth a plentifull harueſt into the 
barne. For I beleech you conlidertheconuerſation 
ot the huſbandmen, walke but thorow the villages, 
and hamlets, and fee how many you ſhall finde, 
who by their life doe ſhew, that they holily belecue 
that it is God thar ſo faithfully euery yeere preſer- 
ueth the barueſt, and giueth them the white graine 
out of the fable earth, that heitis which mutt giue 
themthe increaſe, it they will not labour in vaine: 
ſearch (I fay) and you ſhall finde that many of their 
hearts are more {enſelefle in this kinde then the | 
earth it ſelfe they till:they are they that continually 
huſband theearth,that tread not a foot out of their 
doores, but they ſer their feet vpon the fruits and 
increaſe of the earth, and it is their daily worke to 
plucke the earths fruit out of her belly, that is, to 
fetch them out of the hand of God,to ſell them,and 
thereupon to liue.But how many,finde we of them, 
which doing this daily, arethereby ſtirred to lift vp 
their hearts to God, that great huſbandmani(that I 
may ſo ſpeake with reverence) out of whoſe hand 
they get daily ſo.many faire fauours,to the end that 
they mighr learne to feare, and. loue him ? Who is 
there amongftthem, that ſaith to his folke, Zee ws 
feare the Lord our God, who ſo faithfully exery yeere 
preſerneth ws the harueſt, Ierem. 5.24. Yea when we| 
looke wel into the lives of many huſbandmen,eſpe- 
cially if we conſider how they carry themſelues on 
their feaſt dayes, and _ prophane times of 
Ur 3 
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bot =_ = char whereas they ought, with Noah, 
that righteous huſbandman, euen in this their time, | 
| and amids this diſlolute and wicked world, to lead 
a religious life, Ger. 6. 9. they contrarily liue moſt 
diſlolutely, and prophanely. And whereas they 
ought moſt to lift vp their eyes to God, as out 0 
whole hand they come cuery day to take their tood, 
| and are molt louingly repleniſhed ofhim, yer they 
forget him moſt ot all. 

And as for his ſeruice,the preaching ofhis word, 
and the holy aſſemblies of his children, thoſe haue 
they no afteion or deſire yato. Yeathe brutiſh- | 
neſſe of many of them is in this reſpe& ſo great, 
that they make it their whole weckes bulineſſe, nor 
(paring the Lords day it ſelfe (wherein they ought 
torelt, & addreſle themſelues to the ſeruice of the 
Lord, thar ſo they might obtaine his bleſſing vpon 
their weekes labour) to moyle, toyle, and root in: 
theearth ; ſo that they allow themſelues no time, 
nor reſpite atall, once to thinke. on God, all the 
weeke long.. And this wickedneſle is chiefly com- 
mitted in the time of harucſ, and when the huſ- 
|{bandman hath greateft cauſe ro ſhew himſelfe 
thankfull vato God, for that he keepeth o faith- 
| fully their harueſt all the yeere long, thathe giuech 

them life and health to doe their land-bu{taeſſe. 
Euen then doe many huſbandmen breake out in | 
worldly toyle without all reaſon or meaſure: then 
thinke they; they haue leaue ſufhcient, weeke after 
weeke, to moyle in harueſt worke, ſcantonceallthe 
whilelooking after the preaching of Gods word,or 
| the 
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the congregation of the fairhfull, Yea many of'| 
them handle the matter 1o in their villages, thar | 
the Preacher may for ſo long ſhut the Church | 
 doores vp, ſtint his preaching, and hold vpall pub- 
 like,ordinarie, and ſfolemne worſhip ofthe Lord, if 
| he had not ſome of his owne houlhold, or ſome 
' ſpecial friends and acquaintance in the place where 
| he dwelleth, to helpe him to hold vp ſome [hew of 
| a congregation : and which is moſt of all to be la- | 
| mented, the husbandmen for the moſt partare ſo 
{cron hire abouttheirearthly toyle and labour, thar| 
cuen when there is no pretending of any necefhtie 
at all,to feare of dripping, or bad weather, yet wen | 
{hall ſee the whole field (euen on the holy Sabbath 
of the Lord)ſtand full of harueſt worke and worke- 
' men: ſo that theſe poore men, which could doe; 
no other but letthe fruits ofthe earth ſtand, and re- 
' maine in {(50ds keepingall the yeere long, dare not 
truſt the Lord one day longer with them, when 
harueſt once begins to come, but fall vpon them, 
'euen vpon his holy Sabbath, notwithſtanding he 
' commandeth them that they ſhould reſt upon his 
Sabbath both from ſeed and barueſt, Exod. 34.21. | 
| Whenceit appeareth that they waitnot from God, ' 
but from themſelues to receiae the haruekt blefling: 
which verily is altogether moſt lamentable, and 
bringeth many plagues vpon husbandric,and muſt 
in any hand be amended. 

Now as for the citizens and inhabitants of 
Townes, they carry themſelues not a haire better. 
To them are brought in the fruits of the earth, and 
the cattell which arethereby fed,to feed and _— 

them, 
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them,which yet haue not laboured,& taken paines 
for them : yea which, doe they ail they can,are not 
ableto cauſe one graine of corne, one grape,or one 
knot of flaxto ſpring out of the earth. So that the 
Lord inthis caſe may lay vnto them,as he did rothe 
children of Iſrael, that he had giuen them citres which 
they had not built, houſes ful of goods, which they had not 


| filled, Dex.6.10, 1 1. But what thanks giue th2+ vnto 
' God for this his goodneſle, that he giucth them 
[thus the full mow for which they neuer laboured? 
| Vcrily,many ofthe citie-people ſwallow theſe ble(- 
{ings vp, as hogs doeakornes in a wood, not once 
| looking vp to the trees from whence they fall, no: 
once regarding the worke of the Lord (not conlidering 

it,namely as his worke) and awe no reſpect onto the 
creature of his hands, as the Prophet complaineth, 
Eſa.5.12. yea many abuſe [hametully, againſt the 
Lordhimſelfe,the good gifts which they haue recei- 
ued outofhis hand,topride,exceſle,gluttonic,drun- 
ewes and vncleannefſe. O what a heauy and 
| dolefull reckoning {hall be giuen of this to God! 
| Hoy ſhall we ever be able to anſwer this, that we 
| thus cleaue vnto the creatures, and abuſe them, 
| againſt the Creator himſelte? What an odious vn- 
thankfulnefſe is this, fo excefliuely to ſpoile that 
| which God ſo kindly hath beſtowed pn vs ? 
Whereas we cannot make one little praineof corne, 
one grape of the vine-{tocke,come againe, after we 
haue ſo vnprofitably waſted it. And this is the more 
miſerable, in that this we doe, while in the meane 
time, our poore brethren and liſters, the deare 
members of Chriſt,goe naked and hungry. This is 
abo.. 
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| harwe#t for vs, ler. 5.24. hereunto ought we all, 
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abominable, and yet is there nothing more com- 
mon. O where is our Chriſtianitie become? How 
agreeth this with our profeſſion, whereof we boaſt 
ſo much, vauntingthar we are reformed Chriſtians? 
Verily this muſt be amended, or elle we may looke 
for nothing but deftruQion,and ouerthrow. 

2. To amend this foule abuſe, and according to 
the exhorration of the Prophet, learne to feare —_ 
Lord our God,which gineth vsin due time the firft and 
latter raine, and faithfully euery yeere preſerneth the 


both countrymen and citizens, to ſtirre vp our 
ſelues, to the end thar we may obtaine the blefling 
of the Lord vpon the increaſe of the earth z and 
that we may acknowledge his bleſling in the vſe 
thereof. Which is then done, when we ſanQifie by 
the word of God, and prayer, 1 7i9.4.5. both our 
labour,and the fruic thereof. 1. by the word,orde- 


working and reſting as he commandethz and then 
after viing the good gitts of God, which we through 
Gods blefling obtaine,moderately, and thanktully, 
according to the will of God. 2. by prayer,praying 
alwayes vnto God feruently, not ſlightly alone 
to keepe in our old tracke of {o doing ; but with all 
carneſtneſle, as thoſe that are throught ly conuited, 
that without the bleſſing of God, all our labouris 
invaine. 
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How the Lord brought forththe tore- 
mentionzd fruits. | 


| | | He Lord atthe firſt brought forth the forefaid | 
fruits of the earth withour all meanes, only by 
| his ſecret bleſſing : for, as our text ſaith, when the 
| Lord cauſed the foreſaid fruits to proceed out of 
the earth, he had not cauſed it to raine wpon the earth, 
| and there was yet no man to till theground: yea there 
was as yet noſunne to fofter theearth; ſee Ger. 1.| 
11,12, 1 4. which yet we know to be the ordinarie 
meanes of making the earth fruirfull.Thus hath the 
Lord in the beginning cuidently ſhewen, and the| 
effe maniteſted it, that he is not bound to any 
meanes; yea that he, without the entercourſe of any 
meanes,can bleſſe his creatures ſufficiently, if he pleaſe: 
and that is the point which we hereout haue to 
[it obſerue. | 
'_ The meanes which commonly God doth vſe; in 
giving vs his bleſſing, are indeed bur as curtaines, 
and drawing clothes,after,or vnder the which, God 
ſo doth hide himſelte, that his working cannot be 
| ſeene, but by the eye of faith : wheretore allo the 
Lord God, when he hath beene pleaſed ſometimes 
ro manifeſt himſelte,in ſome worke which he inten- 
ded to doe,hath taken expreſle order, that the ordi- 
narie meanes {h6uld be remoued, that fo all the 
world might ſee the finger of God therein, and ac- 
knowledgethat it was he that had done it, So faid 
the Lord to Gedeon,There is too much folke with thee, 
| | that I ſhould deliner Midian into their hands, — 
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may haply boat himſelfe again/? me,and ſay, mine hand 
hath delivered me, Ind. 7.2. And thisisthe reaſon 
wherefore the Lord now and then doth very great- 
'ly humble his owne elec people for a ſeaſon ; | 
| whom notwithſtanding he intendeth to exalt, and | 
vnder whole feet he meancth,at the laſt,to tread all | 
their enemi2s;that ir might appeare that all hangeth | 
on his bleſſing alone,nor on the worke of men. So. 
ſuffered the Lord the Iſraelites, which were gone | 
vp in a righteous cauſe againſt the Beniamites, dis | 
uers times to take the ouerthrow, ſo that they loſt | 
in the firſt battell 220950 men, and in the ſecond | 
1 8000 : and yet when as the Benijamites ſeeme to | 
be maſters of the field, he turneth his hand, and 
|giueth the other art the laſt great viforie ouer the 
| Beniamites, ſo that they ſcattered the whole Tribe | 
' of Beniamin, ſlaying of them 252900, as we read 
Ind.20. Loe, thus doth the Lord ſtrip his people. 
oftentimes of all outward meanes, when his pur-} 
poſe is to helpe them, to the end that his finger 
might the better be ſcene in giuing chem viRorie. 
This reproueth them whole courage faileth | 
them, when outward meanes faile them, as if Gad | 
alſo then had forſaken them; whole hearr fainteth, 
when they haue loſt the meanes, as if they had then 
lo{tthe Lord their God himſelfe. Whereas the cur- 
taine being remoued,and the couering taken away, 
whereunder the Lord had hid himſelte,they {hould 
ſee far more clearely and enidently the Lord him- 
ſelfe to worke, if they could with Abraham aboues! 
hope beleeue under hope and reſt themſelues on God, 


Rom. 4. 18. This ought to Be well conſidered of | 
| D 2 them, 
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them,which hauing an eſpeciall earneſt afte&ion to 
the good of Gods Church, and their Country, li- 


ften, inquire, and aske with all diligence (as Nehe- 
mia did) whether it goech well with Iuda and leruſa- 
lem; but comming to vnderſtandgthat their brethren 
in the land ſuſtained great affliiton,and reproch, Neb. 
1. 3. that God according to his ſecret judgement, 
hid ginen the ” of his wrath to Jeruſalem, her King, 
andthe Cities about her ts drinke,ler.25.18. ſo that it 
ſeemeth in outward appearance, as it the Lord 
would bring the crowne of his people to nothing, to n0- 
thing, to nothing, utterly to nought, Exck 21.27. are 
then not only in heauineſſe with Nehemiah, as 1s 
meet they ſhould, but caſt offall hope,as it the peo- 
ple of God were wholly periſhed, and thac there 
were no helpe or counſel] remaining, forgetting 
that the Lord our God,whom we ſerue,is a God ſo 
wonderfull, that, when all meanes are away, or lic 
troden vnder foot,can as readily, and with as much 
ſpeed,helpe his people out of all cheir neceſlities,as 
it they had all the meanes of helpe at hand. 

2ueſt. Ought a man then to looke foras good 
ſucceſſeof his affaires, when all meanes faile,as if he 


{ hadall meanes at hand ? For example, ſhould one 


that were loſt in a fearefull wilderneſſe, where he 
had no food in the world to refreſh his bodie, as 
firmely beleeue, and as confidently truſt, that he 
{hall be fed at the time of his meales, as well as if he 
fate at a well furniſhed table? 

Anſw. Howſoeuerthe meanes in regard of God, 
who is bound vnto ag meanes, are bur as curtaines 


wherevnderhe hideth himſelte ; yet in regard of vs, 
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who are bound vnto the vie of the meanes, when 
we may haue them, rhey are asthe hands of God, 
whereby he is pleaſed ordinarily to reach vnto vs 
| his bleſſing: wherefore when the meanes faile vs, 
then withdraweth God his hand, whereby he com- 
monly vſeth to helpe vs : ſo that, though it be true, 
that God is not bound to the meanes; notwithitan- 
ding, ſecing he vſeth them ordinarily, as a hand, 
whereby be miniſtreth vnto vs his bleflng, there- 
tore whcn the meanes faile vs, we may well take it 
as a token of Gods anger and diſpleaſure againſt vs, 
and iultly be troubled chereat. Yetnot ſo as com- 
monly men are, as if without thoſe meanes there 
wereno hope ot helpe : but we are to be troubled, 
in that we eſpie rhe diſpleaſure of God againſt vs, 
in chat he taketh away the meanes from vs, Joel 1. 
[2, 13. & therefore inthis caſe we oughtto grieue, 
not becauſe we want the meanes, but becauſe, we 
want Gods blefhng. Otherwiſe though we want 
the meanes neuer ſo much, yetif we can apply our 
| hearts to ſeeke earneſtly the fauour and blefhng of 
God, then may we be of good comfort euen inthe 
mids of the Lions den with Daprel, or in the fierie 
ouenwith the three young men of Iſrael, or inthe 
fearefull wilderneſle with E1;ah,or with King Daxid 
in his manifold wandrings, and chaſings to and tro 
before his enemie, P/al.,6 being aſſured,chat we ſo 
relying on God,ſhall certainly be holpen,ifnor juſt 
ſoas we defire, yer ſo as ſhall bebeſttor vs both in 
life and death, Day. 3.17,18. Euen asithapned to: 
Abrahams when he was aboutto offer his ſon 1/aac, 
which yet was the only knoWMemeane, by whoſc 
| D 3 life, 
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life, both he,and his ſhould be ſaued : ſee Gex.22. 

But in this men commonly forget themſeiues, 
for as the meanes faile them, in ſtead of marking 
Gods diſpleaſure in this caſe, in that he hath berett 
them of the meanes, and of being thereby moned 
to examine themſelues, by whateuil! courle they 
might haue angred the Lord, that fo they might 
with all ſpeed ſeeke recongiliation with him, and 
endeuour to recouer his good- fauonr and blefhng 
vpon them: in ſtead hereof (ay) they wie (paihing 
all this dutie ouer) only to trouble: chemſelues 
about the outward meanes, endeuouring} firſt and 
chiefly to recouer themagaine ; and this doethey 
ſo wretchedly,that they fearenot,in the hunting at- 
ter the means, to enter ſuch courſes, as whereby 
the anger of the Lord is more and more inflamed 
againſt them; the anger of the Lord,I ſay, whereby 
the meanes were taken from them : wherefore if 
they would worke wiſely, they would ſecke firſt to 
appeaſe Gods anger,by remouing that which hath 
incenſed him; which they nor doing, bur rather 
the contrary , intangle themſelues the more, and 
make their bands the Feder, E/4.28, 22. or it they 
ſeeme to haue obtained any deliuerance,tis only in 
Gods wrath, as Iſrael got the Quailes which they 
had lutted after: and this is that which we reproue, 
ind warne all men to take heed of. 

2, Comfortand incouragementto all thoſe that 
have God on their {ide,and truſt in him.W har if ye 
hane not the outward meanes at.hand? If God be 
with you, who _— againſt you? What if you 
want the raine, theWage of the earth, the comtor- 


table} 
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table ſunne? If ye haue Gods bleſſing, that is all in | 
all;that will make vp all wants, Heare (I pray) what 
an holy boatt the Church of God maketh in her | 
chiefe(t diſtreſles, our of the conſideration hereof 
that God was with her, which can and will helpe | 
where no meanes of helpe ſeeme to belett. God i | 
our refuge and our ſtrength (lay they) a helpein the_s | 
great troubles which haue ouertaken Vs : therefore we | 
will not feare though the whole world were ſhaken,and | 
the hils ſunke into the mids of the ſea; though the ſea 
raged, and were troubled, ſo that the hils fell therein 6y 
reaſon of the rage thereof. Selah. For there is a riuer | 
which with his flreames doth glad the citie of God. 
where the holy habitations of the Lord are. Tea God ts 
within her therefore ſhall he remaine, Pſal. 461,22, 
45,6. Vpon this ground the Church of God bra-| 
ueth her enemies by the Prophet Micha, euen when | 
ſhelay loweſt, and her enemies were moſt exalted ; | 
1 will looke onto the Lord, and wait pon God my ſal- 

| uation, my God ſhall heare me. Reigyce not 0 mine ene-| 
mic ((aith the) that 7 lie under foot, for 1 fhall riſe | 
againe ; and although 1 ſit in darkne(ſe, yet is the Lord| 
my lipht : 1will beare the anger of the Lord, for I hane 
| finned againſt him, till he plead my canſe, and doe me 
right he ſhall bring me into the light that 1 may be ſatiſ-| 
fied with bis fauour. Mine enemice (hak ſeeit, and vt- 
terly be confounded,which now [a'th unto me,where is 
the Lord thy God ? Mine eyes (hall ſee it, euen when ſhe 
like dirt (hall be trodden pon the ſtreet, Mich.7. V. 7, 
8,9, 10, Il. | 

Theſe and the like holy,oaſtings, which the 


children of God make euen while all ourward| 
| meanes' 
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meanes faile them, are grounded vponthis proper- 

tie of God, thar he is not bound to any meanes,that 

| he can helpe as well with few,as many,as wellwhen 

there are no meanes at all, as when they are preſent 

inthe greateſt abundance. Conſider therefore who- 

ſoeuer ye are, whom outward meanes do taile,what 

' courape the Church of God hath had in her chiefeſt 

' need, becauſe ſhe had God on her (ide: no childe of 

' Godthen ought to be faint-hearted, though he be| 

ſtripped of all ourward meanes, forthe Lord who 

1s with him,is not bound roany meanes,h1s hand is 

not fhortned that hz thould not be able to _—_ 
though the meanes be ſhortned, yea quite cut off, 

| Yea thiat moreis, and indeed the moſt grieuous 

4 | caleofall, though a childe ot God hnde himſelte in 


; this exigent, that his heart is inſen(ible, drie, dead, | 


'and vntruitfull, as the earth was in the beginning, | 
| yet ought henotin this caſe to let his courage linke, 
he mult yet thinke that there is a God in heauen, 
, whom he is taught to call vnto, as ro his heauenly 


father, who very ſoone can awaken an inſenfible 
and dead heart, who can with the fre of zealewarme | 
, adry and vntruitfull heart, thatit become ftruittull, 
and bring forth much good fruic.Behold che dry & 
| blacke earth,and conſider what faire fruit the Lord 
can bring forth therof:ſo cah he alſo makethy hearr 
fruitfull; endeuour only for his blefling,and tollow 
his counſell, &it ſhall goe well with thee atthe laſt. 
3- Hence haue we alſo cauſe to complaine, that 
whereas ic ſtandeth chus wich God,and all outward 
meanes, namely, that Gods bleſſing is all in all, 
_ that wirhour it, the meanes are juſt ogy” 
that 
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that yet fooliſh men repoſe themſelues ſo wholly 
vpon the meanes, forgetting and negleing inthe 
' meaneiime;the care ot Gods tauour.Conlider how 
the world goeth,men riſe early and goeto bed late, 
and toyle all the day long ; but what TI pray ſeeke 
they ? riches-honour,good eſtate, reputation,ofhce, 
&c. and wherefore all rhat ? a ſweet queſtion thinke 
they : forthey doe it, becauſe thoſe are the meanes 
of a pleaſant,ca(te, and ioytull life : whereas yet all 
the while, the bleſſing of God (which is all in all) is 
not reſpeed,but quite forgotten of theſe men. 
Yea men chaſeaſter the outward meanes ſo hot- 
| ly, that they tread Gods counſell vnder their feer, 
and deſpiſe bis fauour, and all this, only to haue a 


few outward things at hand, whereby they imagine! 
that.they ſhall live:the eaſier, and more:pleaſant 
life. Henceit is, that many feare not to lie,deceiue, 
and to yſe diuers ſuch like things, which keep off the 
blethng of God wholly from them, and-bring his 


ward meanes vnto themſelues. O fooliſhneſſe ! 
For henceis it, that oftentimes an vtter miſchiefe 
commeth vpon Church, Common-wealth, mer- 
| chandiſe, tradeſmen, particular families, and oner 
all, namely, that men ſeeke more after the meanes | 
then Gods blethng. 
| Obxedt, Are we not then bound to viethe out-| 
ward meanes, that ſo wemight pioſper? Arewe! 
not bound to eat our bread in the fwear of our fa- 
| ces ? Gen, 3.19. Are we fiot proclaimed for worſe 
then Infidels, if. we prouide -not for our wiues} 
and children? 1 Tim. 5. 8. Wherefore then thould | 
| E any 
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curſe; andall thisis done,only to purchaſethe out-! 
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any be offended ar vs, that we diligently vſe the 
| meanes ? | | 
| Anſw. Weacknowledpe that men are bound to 
' the vſe of the meanes, yea they are (as is aforeſaid) 
\asthe hands of God,whereby he vſeth to deale vn- 
[ro vS his benefits, we are therefore bound to lay 
hand thereon,and to vie them : we ſpeake notthen 
againſt the right vie, but againſt the abuſe of them. 
| We ſpeake not againſt them which diligently vſe 
the meanes, that thereby they might obtaine Gods 
bleſſing, but we ſpeake againſt them, that vtterly 
forgetting Gods blefhing, take care only for the 
mcanesz which rather then they would want the 
| meanes, would trample Gods fauour vnder their 
| feet. This is that we reproue, which neuertheleſſe 
'is daily practiſed: for as often as men are bold to 
lie, deceiue, prophanethe Lords day,or to commit 
any other (inne to compalle theſe outward meanes, 
| ſo often reie& they Gods blefling for the meanes 
ſake. Burt what is more common thenthis ? 

Know then, 6 man, which doeſt thus, that God 
hath commanded thee, that thou ſhouldeſt main- 
rainethy ſelfe by thy labour, trauell, and diligence, 
not ſo. much with intent that thou ſhouldeſt there- 
by purchaſe riches, honour, reputation, outward 
eſtate,offices, &c. which are the outward meanes of 
a contented life : but rather that thou ſhouldeſt at- 
tend vpon Gods prouidence, and obey the will of 
God who hathcreated thee : for the Lord hath laid 
this trauell vpon man to humble him, Eccle/. 1. 13. 
Therefore ought-a man only to vſe the outward 
meanes, that he might therein attend on Gods pro- 
uidence, | 


L — —_— —— h—_ A 


— Ate, 


The reſting place of the Minde. {ap 


uidencezwith this minde ought he to goe abour the 
workes of his calling the {ix dayes of the weeke | 
| (which are as remote meanes of getting thoſe nee-. 
[Fer meanes of liuing, as are meat, drinke, money, 
&c.) to the end that obeying Gods commande- 
ment,Ger.3.19.Exed.20.9.he may procure the bleſ(: 
{ing of God, both vpon himſelfe,and all his houſe- | 
hold. Thus farre, and no farther ought he to vie 
the meanes, gamely, to thatend alone, that he ſer- 

uing the prouidence of God in following his coun- 
ſell, and doing his commandement, may obtaine his 
gracious blefling. | 

W hich ifit were wel conſidered of the children of 
men, there ſhould not any be found to remaine any : | 
longer ſo foolilk,as to mingle their owneeuill deut- | 
ces, as lying,deceiuing,fallifying of ws: pha- | 1 
ning the Sabbath, hindering of Gods worſhip, &c. 4 
(againſt che counfell of God) with their endeucurs 
in the ſeeking of the outward meanes, which yet 
foolith men areaccuftomed ro vie in ſeeking the l 
outward meanes as daily experience [heweth. This 
I ſay, which is the ruine of ſo many Countries, Ci- | 
ties,and Families, ſhould not be done, if the former 
dodrine of the nature of God, and of the outward 
meanes were well conſidered. For then would men 
quickly makethis reckoning,and thinke: 

[ ought only to vie the meanes,to the end I might | 
procure the bleſſing of God (which is all inall) vp-| 
on me and mine; it were therefore very madnelſle 
for me,to be ſo greedy on the meanes;thar I ſhould 
goe mingle mine owne ſiniſter deuices (which hin- 
der Gods bleſſing, and procure his curſe) with my 
| 8 2 trauell| 
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trauell which I vie to getthe bleſhing of God. For 
what were thatel(e, but by the vie of the mcanes, 
which-ſhould ſeruz only to obtaine Gods bletling, 
ro make itthe farther off from me ? * 

This 15 a certaine truth ; yet one thing there 15 1h 
the way, which troubles many that they cannot 
yeeld to it:. for notwithſtanding all this, they ſee 
that thoſe that lie, deceiue; breake the Sabbarh,and 
vie the like lewd deuices, fare beſt in the world, 
| come belt vp,and become the richeſt men. 

Anſw. Verily the blethng which theſe men get, 
is accurſed, as the Prophet Malachie threatneth,cap, 
b- 2.2. for the more of theſe outward meanes of well 
being they get vnto themſelues, the more of Gods 
curſe draw they in with them ; whichat laſt ſhall 
| flie about their eares,namely,when they ſhall, being 
before (tripped of all thoſe ſo beloued vanities of 
the world, be pulled downeto hell ; 'as hapned to 
that rich man, Zuk. 12. 20.and 16.23. where they 
thal haue ſo much the more plagues,by how much 
more pleaſure they haue here emioyed, 4poc. 18. 7, 
Theretoreall thoſe that loue the eternall welfare of 
cheir ſoules, ought to ſay with Jacob, Let not my ſoule 
enter into the counſell of theſe men, Gen. 49.6. and i* 
conlider the ſpeech of the Plalmiſt; which ſaith, 4 
q liiule that the godly hath, i better then the great reac. 

nues of the wicked, Pſal.3 7.16. 

4. Exhortation vnto vs all,that we,well con(ide- 
ring the nature of the meanes,and of the blethng of 
{ God, guide our ſelues well in this buſineſle, and in 
all our (tudie and endeuour of well living, ve this 
| asa compendious helpe z that we feeke Gods _ 

| ing 
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ſing aboue all, and that we depend no otherwiſe of 
the meanes, then-ſo farre as we know the:vie of | 
[them to be Gods ordinance, Gey. 3.19.Ex09d.20.9. | 
which amongother Chriſtian duties more,we ought 
to regard and practiſe for the obtaining of Gods 
| bleſſing. . Loe, thus to doe, is heauenly wiſdome. 
Thus alſo will all that are taught of God (and con- 
ſider the matter well) doe : tor cis moſt certaine, | 
' thatall our well-being is not ſhut vp inthe ontward/ 
meanes, it lieth not wound vpin the bread we eat, 
but in the hand of God, and the word of his bleſ- 
ling, Matt.4.4.tharis as the ſoule of all, Hag.1.. For 
euen asa ſawe cannot ſawe,nora hatchet hew,with- 
out an hand that mouneth them; ſo cannot the 
meanes doe vs any good, vnletle the blefing of 
God,which is his hand,goe with them. T his 15 aſe- 
| cret of Gods kingdome, which the children of this 
| world vnderſtand not, wherein notwithſtanding, 
' conliſteth the true happineſle of all the children of 
; men. And becauſethe children ofthis world can- 
[not, or will not vndetrſtand this point, therefore 
trouble they themſelues much, and take great 
paines, euen to worke out their owne' viter ruine ; | 
whereas in deed and truth, they might obraine the | | 
bleſſing of God here,and eternall life hereatter, with | ; 
fgrre letſe paines. For doubtleſſe, if many an earth- | 
| Worme,many a worldly man,which riſethearly,[it- | 
|teth vp late, and toyleth himſelfe all the day, to} | 
; compaſlethe meanes, which he counteth as the one- | 
ly cauſes of his happineſle, had burttaken halte the | 
| 
l 


"aines, and vſed halfe thar diligence to obtaine the| 


| blelhng of God, and tobe tuund in his tanour, he 
| E J had| 
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had vndonbtedly obtained it, to his eternall com-|_ 
fort : whereas now oftentumes, with all his toyling 
and moyling, he inheriteth but the winde, and mil- | 
ſeth both of the temporall and eternall blefling : 
then the which what greater fooliſhneſle can there 
be imagined? We mult therefore learne to be bet- 
ter aduiſed, and wiſer, being aſſured that if we alſo 
{hould doe like theſe men, that that our diligence 
would riſe vp againſt vs inthe great day of Gods 
iudgement, the deeper to condemne vs, that we 
haue not taken ſo much paines ( whereof yet we 
were in time admoniſhed) to get Gods bleſhing, 
which is all in all, as we haue done in ſeeking the 
otitward meanes, which can doe vs no good with- 
out the bleffing of God. And the more is this folly 
to blame, becauſe the caſe is ſo,that we oftentimes 
ſeeking the meanes,doe miſle of them : and where- 
as if we had ſought the bleſling of God, with the | 
ſame diligence wee haue heretofore ſought the 
meanes, -we ſhould vndoubtedly to our eternall 
comfort hane found ir, 
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How the Lord prefcrued and maintained 


in the beginning the forcſaid 


fruits of the earth. 
T He Lord God, which brought forth the fruits 
& and increaſe of the earth (wherewith he clo- 
thed and adorned it) without any meanes,onely by 
his mighty word ; the ſame fruits ſuſtained he in | 
the beginning, by a ſpeciall and vnlooked for 
meane; namely,not by raine,and dew,as common- 
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| ly hedoth,but by a miſt, which aſcended our ofthe | 
| earth,which was in ſteed of raine &dew:for ſo ſaith | 
the text v. G. bus 4 miit went vp ont of the earth, and | 
. moiſtned all the ground; thar is, moiltned the whole | 
earth. Thus God fo appointing it, did theearth 
| {weatouta fog,or miſt,and was by her owne ſweat 
, bedewed,and moiſtned, whereby the herbes of the 
field were refreſhed, and quickned for a time, 
| againſt the heat of the Sunne, &c. which on the | 
| fourth day beganto ſhine,and continued euer after, : 
; Gen.1.44- Now this alſo was a wonderfull worke 
| of God: he could as well haue cauſed to rainefrom | 
aboue, as haue giuen moiſture from benearh-; but | 
it pleaſed him fo to doe, togiue vs (for whom all | 
' theſe thingsare written, Roy. 1 5.4 ) betimes to vn- 
 deritand, that God, when yet he vſethany means | 
to the exerciſing of his prouidence, is not bound to. 
the ordinarie meanes, and iuſt totholſe which we 
thinke tobe the only meanes of bringing to paſle a 
' matter ; but that he can, any manner of way, bring ' 
his purpoſe to paſle, | 
Sometimes without meanes,as before is ſhewed: 
ſometimes by vnexpetted meanes,as here by a miſt 
of the earth : yea ſometimes by very ſtrange, yea 
contrary meanesz as we haue divers 'examples' 
thereof in the Scripture, In the firſt creation God! 
brought forth all things out of nothing, viing no 
— his ſole word: —_ the Lord _ 
Moſes forty dayes, and againe forty dayes without 
meat, mas. —_ 18, ory God Path by very 
weake:deſpiſed meanes, brought great things to 
paſſe ; ſo hath he often giuen great victories by an 
L bandfull 
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 handtull of folke,7#4.7. 1 Sam.1 4.and otherwhere: 
' the walls of lericho tell downe by a cry;19/.6. and | 
thus caſteth hedaily downe the ſtrengths of Satan 
by the voice of weake men, the Minifters, 2 Cor, 
' 10-4- £Z#uk: 10. 17,18. thus fed he very much tolke 
' with very little bread,2 King. 4.42.2atth,1 g.15. fo 
ſuſtained he,long time,thewidow of Sarepta, with a 
lictle meale and oyle,1 King. 1 7.14.and he ftrength- 
ned Eliaz, with one meales meat tocontinue fortie 
 dayes, I Reg.19. and clothed the 1iraclites forty 
yeeres long with littleclothing, Dex. 8.4, and nou- 
rilhed. Napief 'ahd - his fellowes better with very 
' meane fare, then they were, that fed on the beſt, 
Dan. 1.4.5. In like manner hath the Lord often by 
ſtrange and vnheard of meanes, brought mighty 
things to paſle 3. thus gaye, he, bread from heayen, | 
water out ofthe ſtonie rocke, and out of the iaw of 
[an Aſle, 74.1 5.19-many tunnes of oyle out of a 
cruze, I King. 4. Yea now and then worketh he 
againſt all mganes, or by contrary meanes : ſo ſu- 
ſtained he the three men in the hery furnace ; and 
' 1onas inthe filhes belly; and Darrel in the Lions 
den: ſofed he Elias by a greedyRauen; and ope- 
hed theeyes ofthe 44% a8 wiping ſomeclay ouer 
| themg/ob.9.4nd other ſuch like things more, where- 
' of we finde ſo many inthe Scripture : all which ſer-! 
'ueth to this end, that wethereby might learne, that 
 Godiis allinall, and doth what he will in heauen,,and 
earth, thefpatng all deepes, P/al.1 3.5.6. So thatthe 
 creaturesigf God (athing well warthy the noting) 
worke notalwayes according to their owne nature, 
| which they receiued of God in their firſt _— 
BHTTLAN ut 
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| ſeth them that it ſhall goe well withthem, accor- 
| ding as the Lord God promiſeth all char feare him, 
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but ſometimes by the meere will and pleaſure of 
their Creator : 1n ſuch ſort, that whenſocuer it 
pleaſeth him, the creatures worke both aboue, and 


Creator, the Sunne ſhall ſtop her courſe, and ſtand | 
ſtil; in. Gibeon, 7o/. 10. 12. yea, goe backward, 
[ Reg. 20, Io. yea, goe wholly downe at bright 
mid-day, Zu#.23.4444 5. It the Lord will, the firme 
and cloſed earth ſhall open her mouth, and ſwal- 
low Dathan and Abiram, Nuns. 16. If it ſeeme 
good to him, he can make the weake water, which 
is moued with a feather, to ſerue asa firme paue- 
ment to waike vpon, Matth. 1.4.28,29. Pleaſeth it 
the Lord ſoto ordaine,a little bread and wine, vied 
according to his ordinance,{hall bea meanes to ap- 
ply the food of our ſoules vnto vs, Mat.26.26, &c. 
Thus the Lord maketh knowne himſelfe enery way 
to be abſolute Lord ofall,and to be able to doe all, 
and to vſeallthings according to his good pleaſure. 

1. This ſerueth for a reproofe ot thoſe, which 
will not be perſwaded, that any thing can be 
brought to paſle, or effeed, except they haue the 
meanes by rhem,wherewith to doe it,which means 
they imagine to be the only (or which indeed are 
according to the common courſe of nature the or- 
dinarie) inſtruments of doing it; notwithſtanding 
they haue Gods word on their (ide, which promi- 


Pſal. 37.37. notwithſtanding this, (I ſay) through 
the weaknelle of our faith, and the not pondering 
this truth of God, touching his wonderfull manner 


contrary to their natures. If it; pleaſe God the\ 
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of vling.the meanes,many Chriſtian men are found 
very [aultie in this point; for men preſume to ſhor- 
ten the wiſdome, to clip the power, and leflenthe 
| goodneflc of God through their vnbelecte. 

| How manya man is there that imagineth,that if 
fach a friend were not, he. could not be provided 
for ? Falleth it out that he looſeth himzhe crieth out 
ſtraighr-wayes, Iam vndone, I know not how 1 


| 


' ſhe had-loſt her religious young King 19/14, as if 


ſhall liue.So complained the Church of God, when 


there had beene no helpe left for her, /er. Lament. 1. 
But what? Be ic that your faithtull friend, and hel- 
per in your eſtate, is dead, is God therefore dead. 
alſo ?: Or hath he but one bleſfing, as 1/aak ? Can 
he helpe you by no other meane ? Can he notcauſe 
amiſt to ariſe out of the earth, that may moyſten 
you as well as the raine? 

Others thinke thar they cannot, in:this wicked| 
and crooked generation,hold open their houſe,vn- 
leſſe they lie,cozen,tallitie wares,breake Gods Sab- 
bath, &c.. this is their raine, whereby they muſt be 
moiſtned, .orelſe they thinke they {hall be wholly| 
dried vp. But I pray were itimpohbleto the Lorg, 
to cauſe a ſecret dew to-ariſe out of ſome other. 
coaſt ? Could not he, by his ſecret blefling, make | 
vp that which you thinke by fuch vnhallowed 
tricks to:-worke out? Is the Lord become ſo weake, 
that his children ſhould not be holpen, but by ſuch 
dewlth praiſes? God forbid. Fis nothing but 
our weakneſle, and vnbeleefe, that cauſeth vs (o to 
thinke. Tis notwithſtanding very common.tis daily 


found, that men ſeeking their owne welfare, doe 
| ___ binde! 
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binde the ſame to certaine outward meanes, by the 
vſe of which, and no other, they thinke to obraine 
it: thus thinkerh the couetous perſon, Icannot hue | 
except 1 have much money ; the ambitious man, $4 
except he bein ſtate and office exalted aboue all his 
neighbours ; the voluptuous,cxcept they haue the | 
full mow by them,wine,beere, compamie,Gec.at their | 
pleaſure: theſe men (I ay) will in no wiſetruſt the 
Lord,thar he can, or willgiue them their heares de- 
fire, and make them happy, without theſe outward 
meanes. Verily this4s greatly to bereproued. 
Well, that you ſeeke your owne welfare, that can 
no man be againſt; and when the Preachers preach, | 
that men ſhould die to the world, and crucifte the | 
old man, &c. their meaningis nor, to make men. 4 
wretched,and miſerable thereby (as ſome imagine) ' 
but their purpoſe therein is only to bring men to. 
the true happineſle, whichall of vs ſecke. So that 
neither God,nor his ſeruants,haue any thing againſt "oj 
this, that men ſecketheir owne welfare, weall of vs | 
ſeeke that; but this is thar we complaine of, that 
you will haue it juſt by thoſe meanes only,w hich ye | | 
{ Imagine to be the only inſtruments of effecting 
yourpeaceand welfare. T his ought not to be. You: 
ought to beleeue, and that with great reaſon, that | 
God by other meanes, and atter another manner, | 
{ can farisfie you, and ſer you in a good condition. | 
Andtheretore chus onghr you to be afkeQed; if) 1 
you abound in the outward meanes of your owne 
welfare, that ye receive them thankfully, and vſe | | 
them holily according ro Gods will; if you want 


them, that youaH.& not your ſoule with bootleſle | 
EY care, 8 
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care; bye that yerather thinke (as the truth is) rhat 
God,withoutthofe outward meanes, can notwith- 
'ſtanding giue you a heart better ſatisfied and con- 
[tented, then the worldlings that haue all the means 
| of riches, honour, reputation, and pleaſure, in all; 
; abundance,in their hands,can polhbly attaine vnto. 
| As Dauid hadexperience, when he witnelled, that 
If the Lord would but lift wp the light -of his counte- 
 nauce upon bim (which verily'is of more force tore- 
freſh any heart, then a miſtis to water the earth) he 
[hould haue more toy then all worldly men had, when 
their wine and oyle increaſed, Pſal.4.5,8. as Paul and 
| S125 alſo felt, which hauing beenecruelly whipped, 
and after clapt into adarke dungeon, and ſetin the 
| ſtocks,were notwithſtanding ſo tull of itoy,that they 
ſung fo loud, that the whole priſon rung of them, 

Act.16. | 
Bur Satan hideth deceitfully this from the eyes 
of men, and thence it is that multitudes of them 
| fall from God, whole blefling yetis all in all, and 
| depend vpon the meanes, and feeke therein by 
might and mainetheir ioy and comfort, which yet 
can doe them no good without the bleffing of 
God. Whenceit is, that they take ſo much boot- 
lefle paine, and roylethemlelues in vaine all their 
| dayes, ſeeking reſt ſometime herein, ſometime 
therein,but finde it no where, fo long, till at laſt, all 
panting and labouring after ſome vaine, tranſitorie, 
earthly thing, they be ſeized on by death, which 
plucketh them away from their bootlefle paines 
here, into eternall ſorrow hereafter. This beftalleth 
theſe poore and wretched men through vnbelcefe, | 
and f 
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' and through, want of due conſidering the wayes of 
God,in the;exerciling of hisprouidence; inthe pro- 
niding for the children of men which depend ypon 
him ; & becauſe they would not tnift the Lord, that 
hewould truly & faithfully haue done wel by them, 
| had they: bur-followed his counlell; /ifnot iuſt ac- 
cording totheir with,thatis,by fuch meanes,and'in 
ſuch manner as they imagined, yet-ſurely in-ſuch 
manner, and by ſuch meanes, as they ſhould tinde 
beft contentmentin, and whereby true appineſle 
{hould hauebeenegiuen them? 77 5 35 On 
Euen as God, to the coming ofall men, -cau-! 
ſeth it to appeare ofrentimes'in his owne chifdren, 
which may truly teſtifie to all.the children of the 
world; that they ftinde-more ioy,comfort,andcon- 
tentment in the ſeruice of their-God,and doing his 
holy will, though it is not done of chem without 
ſtrite and contending, then all the other haue in all 
their {infull courſes; for that draweth the children 
of God vp to heauen , through our 'Lord lefus 
Chriſt, but this pulleth (ſinners downeto hell: 

2. This giueth comfortand courage to all thoſe, 
that hauelearned to follow the counſell of God, to. 
caſt themſelues vpon his-prouidence, and-to wait: 
for his bleſſing, to be ginenofhim, in fuch manner, 
| and by ſuch meanes,as beſt pleaſe his Maieſtie,whe- 
ther that be by raine,or milt,or any ſuch like means. 

Be: comforted all: ye that are thus refolued;. forit 
{hall cenainly goe well with yon ;-you have that 
great God on your (ide, who by ſmall; and weake, | 
yea contrary,and againſt all meanes can bring great 
thingstopaile. Whar then if you haue not athand 
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the ordinarie meanes? He can in ftead of araine, 
[giue you ſuch a milt, as ſhall alike refreſh you. All 
yee, I ay, that thus according to Gods word, 
through faich doecaſt your care on God, conſt 
der, and learne; Hath God taken ſuch care for the 
graſſcafthe field, and ſhail he not take much more 
care for you ? Mar. 6. 30. Know you not alſo that 
your life and welfare is not ſhut vpin the meanes, 
{but in Godshand? which is che ncheſttreaſurein 
the world, whereout(if he pleaſe to open ithhe brin- 
{geth the fulnes of bleſang forth, F/c1 45-1 5 Behold 
the Lord needeth but to {peake the word, andthe 
meenes (hall readilier run tohim co helpe you,then 
| the Centurions ſeruants could euer doe, to (crue 
himat his command, Mat.8.9. Euen your encmies, 
which now oppreſfle you, [hall be compelled tained- 
ly to ſerue you, ſo ſoone asit (hall pleaſe the Lord 
to take your cauſein hand, Pſal.18.45. Wereade 
|that King Ahaſucroſh commanding that Hamarn 
ſhould ſoand ſo honour Mordechat ; Mordechas ([ 
ſay) whom he hated asa Spider in his hearr, that 
Mordechai,tor whom he had already prepared a gal- 
lowes,to hang him thereon ,he did yet notwithſtan-! 
ding readily obey, Hef#:6. Shall thena King, an 
earthly K.ing, haue ſo much power and authoritie 
ouer his ſubteRs? and (hall not the Kingof Kings, 
the King of Heauen, haue power to make our ene-| 
\mies ſerue vs,and doe vs good, in this,orthat man- 
ner,whether they will or no ? How greatly werethe 
Egyptians enraged againſt the Ifraclites, yet God 
ſo ordered the matter, that they lenc the [ſraclites 
many filuer and: golden veflels to enrich them 


with, 


| 
| 
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| enemie perſecuteth you, yea doe you finde thar 
| your ghoſtly enemie oppreſleth you fore,and inde 
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with, Exod.3.21,22. Yeain the greateſt need you 
£an fall into, looke but vato the Iſraelites condition 
in the wildernefſe, which was a figure of the mani-| 
fold toffing to and fro of the children of God in 
this wide world. How fared they? Did not the 
Lord make vpall their wants,by his ſecrer bleſſing? 
Were they an hungred, and was there no bread at | 
hand, did henot cauſe bread to raine downe from 

heauen? Were they athirft, and was there no water 
neere, did not the. Lord God cauſe water ro come 
out of cherocke ? Had they no meanes at hand ta 
renue their clothes in the wilderneſſe, when they 


ſhould be worneour, did not he cauſe their clothes 
to endure forty yeeres, without waxing old ? Be: 
not then weake im faith, ye deare children of God, | 
be not carefull what yee ſhall eat,or drinke, or what yee 
ſhall put on, Matth.6.3 1. Behold howthe Lord can! 
provide for his children, when.time is, that they: 


{ſhould be prouided for. But finde you that your 


children of Iſrael, which being hardly nd; 


| ſtian.in all his neceſhities ; ſee P/al.49. 12313; P/al. 
1119.42,&c, When weare in any ſpeciall need;our 


you your ſelfe as left alone z conliderthen "To 
P 


purlued of Pharach, obtaine a dry foot 


| periſh beforecheir eyes. | 

The coglideration then: of Gods order, which 
he vſeth about the meanes,which are inſtruments of 
his prouidence, may well ftrengthen euery, Chri- 


hearts vſe tobe much cumbred, becauſe _ 
') 


ge. - 
;thorow the ſea,are preſerued, and ſee their enemies. 
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God to afford vs thoſe meanes, which we eſtceme 
to be helpfull to vs inour-need : but could we once 
thorowly conlider of this order of God abour the 
meanes, we ſhould winne great reſt vnto our 
mindes thereout. Marke it well, I pray you, had 
we beene at the firſt creation of things, we ſhould 
haue beene alſo much cumbred about many of 
them, fearing theywould not have well fell out, 
conſidering the outward conueyance which God 
vied therein , but yet we ſee how gloriouſly the 
Lord perfeted all the worke : fo likewiſe if wel 


could now let the Lord alone, and commit out 


wayes only vnto him, he would certainely bring it 
to paſle, P/al.3 7.5. and cauſeall things at the laſt to 
turne to the beſt vnto vs, Rom. 8.28.-cuen as he 
hath made it knowne in many occurrences hapning 
in the life ofhis children. Know we not that in the 
thing which moſt afflited 7acob,namely,in the loſle 
of his ſonne 7oſeph, was wound vp his chiefe bleſ- 
ling (though he knew it not) as the iſſue' manife- 
{ted ? Therefore our dutie is alwayes, as any thing |. 
falleth gut contrary to our mindes,'thus to thinke : 
Go onderfull in his wayes, there may an vn- 
expeded: bleſhng lic hid herein; and thereupon 
ſhould we be moued to poſletle our ſoules in pati- 
ence, till it pleaſeth him to bring all things to light, 
that ſerue "2 our comfort. And here we may well 


ſay that to our ſoulesof God, which NN aomi ſaid of 
Bo4z to Ruth, Sit ſtill, 6 my ſoule, till thow know how 
the matter will fall, for the Lord will not reft till he 
hath brought it to anend, Rath 3,18. | 

But,he matter ſtanding thus betweene God and 


his 
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(now in our dayes, that the matters ofthe Church 
of God poe lo croſle) to ſay with Gedeon, 1f the 
Lord be with ws, how hath this befallens, and where 
are all the wonders, which our forefathers haue decla- 
red tows, ſaying, the Lord hath led vs ont of Egypt, but 
now hath the Lord forſaken ws, and giuens into the 
hands of the Midianites, Ind.6.13. 

Anſw. The Lord ſuffereth this oftentimes to 

come to paſle, for diuers and weighty reaſons, all 
whichend at the laſt with the good of Gods people, 
of which I will briefly rehearſe ſome. 
' Firſt,and formoſt then,the Lord,which i /o ready 
to helpe, Pſal.1 3.6. ſuffereth his people to fall often 
into.great neceſſities, to gine them well to vnder- 
ſtand,and to conſider,what a grieuous woe and mi- 
ſerie {inne hath procured vnto them, (for all Gods 
children know, that ſinneis the mother of all their 
woe, P/al. 107. 17.) Heare (I pray you) whar the 
Lord himſelfe ſaith hereof to his choſen people, 
when he had let them fall into diſtreſle, 1t is (/aith 
the Lord of hoſts) for your wickedne(ſe, and diſobedi- 
| ence, that you are ſo / pm: ; and ſo mu7it yee onder- 
ſtand and proue, what an euill and bitter thing it is to 
forſake the Lord your Ged , and not to feare him, 
ler.2.19. 

2. The Lord doth this,to theend that his people 
may thereby be brought to a diligent examination 
of themſe]ues ; that they by thoſe diſtrefſes which 
the Lord bringeth them into,might be moued with 
Dauid, to conſider their wayes, and to turne their feet 
onto his teftmonies, Pſal.1 19.59. The Lordin this 

G £ is 


his people, his people may ſeeme to haue cauſe| 
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is very wonderfull : Dauid had onely negleRed to 
cauſe the Arke to be carried as it ought, and there 
came a great breach from the Lord among the peo- 
ran that negleR, which diſturbed all their reioy- 
cing, 2 $49.6. Why didthe Lord ſo? For what 
other cauſe,then that Danid ſhould examine what 
part of Gods ſeruice bad been in that buſineſle neg- 
leted,(namely,that he had ſuffered the Arke to be 
drawne with beaſts, which ought to haue beene 
borne on the Leuites ſhoulders) and might amend 
ic, that ſo alſo he might be the better bleſſed, accor- 
ding as he found afterward,1Chroy.1 5.26. So ſut- 
fered the Lord the Iſraelites to be ofterthrowne of 
the Beniamires, which they ſought to puniſh, for 
their villanous whoredome, to the end that they 
themſelues mightrake notice ofthe Idolatry which 
had ſuch ſway among them: ſee 1d. 1 7,18, 19, 
22 chapters. 

3- The Lord ſuffereth his people ſometimes to 
fall into great exigents, to proue their faith,to exer- 
| cile their patience, and other holy graces, which he 
hath beſtowed vpon them. A hardie ſouldier is not 
tried till the battell grow hot : how thould the gra- 
ces which God had beſtowed on Dautd,and others, 
haue appeared, if the Lord had not ſuffered many 
turmoiles in the world to befallthem ? It he had 
not, when he purpoſed ro-make him King of a!l 
Iſrael, cauſed him to flie before his encmie for a 
time, andto be hunted like a Partridge from one 
place to another ? 1 Sam.24.15,&c, 

4. And laſtly, the Lord ſuffzreth his people ro 
fall into diitrcfle ſometime, tothe end thar he may 


thereby 
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thereby the more confound his enemies, and per 
' the more honourto himſelfe. For ſo ſoone as the 
people of God fall into any difficultie, their ene- 
mies, out ofa ſpitetull minde, begin to thinke, that 
they are wholly gone, whereupon they begin to 
mocke at them, and to prognoſticate their vtter 
ruine z they begin to ſhake the head at them,to put 
out the tongue, and to cry out, Aha,aha.now they are 
periſhed , according as they once ſcorned Dauid. 
Now when as the matter is come thus from them, 
then the Lord raiſeth vp himſelfe, and turneth all 
the boaſting of the aduerſaries ofhis people into a 
lie, and turnerh allo his peoples cale lo, that they | 
told vp their heads,in deſpight of all their enemies, | 
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and that their woe is turned into ioy,and their priefe. 
into merry-making,Heſt.9.22, Thusarethe enemies 
of Gods Church molt confounded, God gloritied, 
and his people comforted. 

Secing then thatthis is the dealing of God with 
kis people, the people of God thence are learned 
to be of good courage, cuen when their enemies 
ſpread forth themſelues,and flouriſh like a Lawrel, 
P/al.3 7.3 5. yea whenthey climbe high, and ſeeme 
to dominere ouer all,cuen then ought they to plack| 
vp their hearts,and ſay with the Pſalmiſt, When 12en 
rage apatnil thee, thou getteit renowne thereby ; and 
when yet they rave, thou remaineit in peace. Beleeue, 
and tra#t in the Lord thy God : bring gifts to him that 
is to be feared, which confoundeth Princes, and ts terri- 
ble toth? Kings of the earth,Pſal.76.10,11,12, How 
miſerable was theeſtate ofthe lewes in the time of 


Himan? when the King had ſent out a command, 
G 2 that 
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That al the Tewes, both young and old, women and chil- 


dren, ſhould be deſtroyed, and rooted out in one day, 
—_— [1, yet how ſoone didthe Lord change it, 
and ſo rule the matter, that wpoy that very day,when 
the enemies of the lewes thought to haue deſtroyed 
— out,that the lewes deſtroyed them,Heſt.g.1. 
This God liverh ſtill, he loneth his Church fill, he 
ruleth ſtill,he hateth ſtill the enemies ofhis Church; 
let vs then but depend vpon this our good and 
mercifull God, anddiligently conſiderthe counſel! 
which his word giueth vs hereunto - | ———_ 
and he ſhall ſpeedily (euen as ke well can) ſhew 
great ſaluation to his people,in what corner 
ofthe world, in what familie, and in 
what ſort ſoeuer they may 
be oppreſled. 


Amen. 


